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We claim : 

1. An apparatus cot^iprising 
a bite block, and 

first and second gripbing jaws carried by the bite 

selectively moving between an 
c.nd a closed-adjacent ly spaced 



block, the jaws capable of 
open spaced-apart position 
position. 

2 . An apparatus as 
wherein the jaws posse 

3 . An apparatus as 
wherein the resilient 



: n claim 1 

3 a resilient plastic memory, 
n claim 2 

memory plastic memory biases 



the jaws toward the closed position. 

4 . An apparatus as in claim 2 

wherein the resilient plastic memory biases the jaws 
toward the open position. 

5 . An apparatus as ih claim 1 
wherein the jaws arei positioned, in the closed 

position, to hold an external! instrument . 

6. An apparatus as inl claim 1 

wherein the jaws arei positioned, in the open 
position, to permit removal, \insertion, or alteration of 
the position of an external instrument. 

7 . An apparatus as in claim 1 

wherein the jaws are selectively removable from the 
bite block. 

8 . An apparatus as in cHiaim 1 

wherein the jaws are integral with the bite block. 

9. An apparatus comprise 
a bite block, 

first and second gripping j^ws carried by the bite 
block, and 

an actuator mechanism capabld^ of selectively moving 
the jaws between an open spaced-ppart position and a 
closed adjacently- spaced position. 

10. An apparatus as in claim 
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wherein the actuator mechanism comprises a cam 
surface . 

11, An a^aratus. as in claim 9 
wherein the actuator mechanism comprises a cam 
mechanism. 

12 . An appari^tus as in claim 9 

wherein the act^vjator mechanism comprises a squeeze 

clamp. 

13 . An apparatus a^ in claim 9 
wherein at least one\ of the jaws and the actuator 

mechanism possess a resilient plastic memory. 

14 . An apparatus as im claim 13 

wherein the resilient p]\astic memory biases the jaws 
toward the closed position. 

15 . An apparatus as in dlaim 13 

wherein the resilient plastic memory biases the jaws 
toward the open position. 

16. An apparatus as in cla\Lm 9 
wherein the jaws are positioned, in the closed 

position, to hold an external instrNament . 

17. An apparatus as in claim\9 

wherein the jaws are positioned, in the open 
position, to permit removal, insert id^n, or alteration of 
the position of an external instrument! 

18. An apparatus as in claim 9 
wherein at least one of the jaws \and the actuator 

mechanism are selectively removable from t:^^e bite block, 

19. An apparatus as in claim 9 

wherein the at least one of the "Xaws and the 
actuator mechanism are integral with the bite^block. 

20. A gripping apparatus for associat\on with a 
bite block comprising 

first and second gripping jaws carried by Vhe bite 
block, the jaws capable of selectively moving between an 
open, spaced-apart position and a closed, adjacently- 
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spac^ position. 

11. An apparatus as in claim 20 

wf^erein the jaws possess a resilient plastic memory. 
22\ An apparatus as in claim 21 

whetein the resilient plastic memory biases the jaws 
toward th^ closed position. 

23 . \An apparatus as in claim 21 
whereik the resilient plastic memory biases the jaws 
toward the open position. 

24. An\ apparatus as in claim 20 

wherein ^he jaws are positioned, in the closed 
position, to hoXd an external instrument, 

25. An apparatus as in claim 20 

wherein the^ jaws are positioned, in the open 
position, to permi^ removal, insertion, or alteration of 
the position of an eVternal instrument. 

26. An apparatiois as in claim 20 

wherein the jaws\are selectively removable from the 
bite block. 

27 . An apparatus \s in claim 20 

wherein the jaws are\ integral with the bite block. 

28 . A gripping appa^ratus for association with a 
bite block comprising 

first and second gripping jaws carried by the bite 
block, and 

an actuator mechanism cabbie of selectively moving 
the jaws between an open, spaced-apart position and a 
closed, adjacently- spaced position 

29. An apparatus as in clai>[i 28 

wherein the actuator mechai^^sm comprises a cam 
surface. 

30. An apparatus as in claim 28N 

wherein the actuator mechanism \comprises a cam 
mechanism. 

31. An apparatus as in claim 28 



\wherein the actuator mechanism comprises a squeeze 
clamp A 

32 . An apparatus as in claim 28 

wWerein at least one of the jaws and the actuator 
mechanisirivpossess a resilient plastic memory. 
33. >An apparatus as in claim 32 

whereinNihe resilient plastic memory biases the jaws 
toward the close^d position. 

34 . An app^aratus as in claim 32 

wherein the Vesilient plastic memory biases the jaws 
toward the open poaition. 

35. An apparatus as in claim 28 

wherein the jaws are positioned, in the closed 
position, to hold an eocternal instrument. 

36. An apparatuSB as in claim 28 

wherein the jaw^ are positioned, in the open 
position, to permit remoVal, insertion, or alteration of 
the position of an external instrument . 

37. An apparatus as \ji claim 28 

wherein at least one <^ the jaws and the actuator 
mechanism are selectively removable from the bite block. 

38. An apparatus as in c^im 28^ 

wherein the at least oneV of the jaws and the 
actuator mechanism are integral wioh the bite block. 

39. A gripping tool for association with a bite 
block comprising \ 

an element selectively movableV between an open 
condition accommodating passage of an external instrument 
through the bite block and a closed condition gripping an 
exterior instrument in the bite block. \ 

40. A tool as in claim 39 \ 

wherein the tool is selectively removable from the 
bite block. \ 

41. A tool as in claim 39 \ 
wherein the tool is integral with the biteXblock. 



42. \ A tool as in claim 39 

wherein the element includes a resilient plastic 
memory . \ 

43. 1a tool as in claim 42 

wherein the resilient plastic memory biases the 
element toward the open position. 

44. A tool as in claim 42 

whereim the resilient plastic memory biases the 
element toward the closed position. 

45. A \ method of utilizing a bite block 
incorporating aXgripping tool comprising 

first and teecond gripping jaws carried by the bite 
block, and \ 

an actuator mechanism capable of selectively moving 
the jaws between kn open, spaced-apart position and a 
closed, adjacently- spaced position 

comprising the steps of 

inserting the bAte block into an individual's mouth, 

moving the jaws fto the open position, 

inserting an external instrument, 

positioning the external instrument as desired, 

moving the jaws to\the closed position, 

performing a desirep procedure, 

moving the jaws to nhe open position, 

removing the externau. instrument, and 

removing the bite black from the individual's mouth. 

46. A method of\ utilizing a bite block 
incorporating a gripping tool comprising 

first and second gripping jaws carried by the bite 
block, and \ 

an actuator mechanism capable of selectively moving 
the jaws between an open spaVed-apart position and a 
closed adjacently- spaced positior\ 

comprising the steps of \ 

inserting the bite block into Nan individual's mouth. 
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moving the jaws \o the open position, 
inserting an extef^al instrument, 
positioning the ext^?rnal instrument as desired, 
moving the jaws to the closed position, 
performing a desired procedure, 
moving the jaws to the \Dpen position, 
altering the position ofXthe external instrument, 
moving the jaws to the closed position, 
performing another desiredX procedure, 
moving the jaws to the operi position, 
removing the external instrument, and 
removing the bite block from the individual's mouth. 



